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th
Preface.

The Scene of the Opera is laid on a plantation somewhere in the State of Arkansas, North-
east of the Town of Texarkana and three or four miles from the Red River. The plan -
tation being surrounded by a dense forest.

There were several negro families living on the plantation and other families back
in the woods.

In order that the reader may better comprehend the story, I will give a few de-
tails regarding the Negroes of this plantation from the year 1866 to the year 1884.

The year 1866 finds them in dense ignorance, with no-one to guide them,as the white
folks had moved away shortly after the Negroes were set free and had left the plan-
tation in charge of a trustworthy negro servant named Ned.

All of the Negroes,but Ned and his wife Monisha, were superstitious,and believed
in conjuring. Monisha, being a woman, was at times impressed by what the more expert

conjurers would say.

Ned and Monisha had no children, and they had often prayed that their cabin home

might one day be brightened by a child that would be a companion for Monisha when Ned
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was away from home. They had dreams, too, of educating the child so that when it
grew up it could teach the people around them to aspire to something better and high-
er than superstition and conjuring.

The prayers of Ned and Monisha were answered in a remarkable manner. One
morning in the middle of September 1866, Monisha found a baby under a tree that grew
in front of her cabin. It proved to be a light-brown - skinned girl about two days old.
Monisha took the baby into the cabin,and Ned and she adopted it as their own.

They wanted the child,while growing up,to love them as it would have loved its real
parents, so they decided to keep it in ignorance of the manner in which it came to them until
old enough to understand. They realized,too,that if the neighbors knew the facts, they
would some day tell the child, so,to deceive them, Ned hitched up his mules and,with
Monisha and the child, drove over to a family of old friends who lived twenty miles away
and whom they had not seen for three years. They told their friends that the child was
Jjust a week old.

Ned gave these people six bushels of corn and forty pounds of meat to allow
Monisha and the child to stay with them for eight weeks,which Ned thought would ben-
efit the health of Monisha. The friends willingly consented to have her stay with them
for that length of time.

Ned went back alone to the plantation and told his old neighbors that Monisha,

while visiting some old friends, had become mother of a girl baby.

The neighbors were, of course, greatly surprised , but were compelled to-believe that



Ned’s story was true.

At the end of the eight weeks Ned took Monisha and the child home and receiv-
ed the congratulations of his neighbors and friends and was delighted fo find thas his
scheme had worked so well.

Monisha, at first, gave the child her own name; but, when the child was three years old,
she was so fond of playingunderthe tree where she was found that Monisha gave her the name
of Tree - Monisha.

When Treemonisha was seven years old Monisha arranged with a white family that
she would do their washing and ironing and Ned would chop their wood if the lady of
the house would give Treemonisha an education, the schoolhouse being too far away for the
child to attend. The lady consented and as a result Treemonisha was the only educated
person in the neighborhood, the other children being still in ignorance on account of their
inability to travel so far to school.

Zodzetrick, Luddud and Simon, three very old men,earned their living by going a-
bout the neighborhood practicing conjuring, selling little luck-bags and rabbits’ feet, and

confirming the people in their superstition

- g8 R
b = Jﬁ o i This strain of music is the principal strain in the Op-

= ~ era and represents the happiness of the people when they
&&ﬁ: feel free from the conjurors and their spells of superstition.
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The opera begins in September 1884. Treemonisha,being eighteen years old, now starts up-
on her career as a teacher and leader.
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TREEMONISHA.

No 1. Overture.

By SCOTT JOPLIN
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TREEMONISHA .

ACT 1L
No 2. THE BAG OF LUCK.

Quintet.

Zodzetrick, Monisha, Ned,
TreemonishaandRemus. By SCOTT JOPLIN

Curtain Rises. Zodsetrick enters.
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No 3. “THE CORN-HUSKERS.
By SCOTT JOPLIN
Chorus of Corn-Huskers in distance.
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The folks are com-ing to husk our.. corn, I  heard them sing-ing a
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Tremonisha points in the direction from
which Corn- Huskers are coming.
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ve-ry sweet song.See, there they are now, al - most here,Im glad theday is clear....
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Treemonisha. Corn-Huskers.
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Adagio. J =84 Treemonisha
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corn, Shall we have Ring - play Dbe - we work to-
corn
|
-
corn
corn.
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TREEMONISHA.

No4."WE’RE GOIN’ AROUND
A RING PLAY.

All form aring by joining hands, including Lucy,Andys partner; Andy stands in center of ring. ,
By SCOTT JOPLIN.

Allegretto. J-o
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All begin circling. 0, were go-1n a-round.
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o, were go - in’ a-round.
Andy. Andy.
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* 0, were go - ir’  a-round.
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* o, we’re go - in’  a-round.
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Stop circling.
y : e m—
ﬁ 0, were go - in’  a-round.
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0, we’re go - in’ a-round.
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. | N | 1
(s s - - e
) : : .
‘Go - i’ a-round.
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Go - in’ a-round. Go - in’ a-round,
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L2 ’ Go - in’> a-round,
, Go - in> a-round. n ’
e Andy. h h ‘
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9 | ng. e gently,— Go- i’ a-round
a-round. Swing.. her gently, Go - in° a-round,
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Keep on go - in’ a-round,’round. Swing Go - in’  a-round.
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Keep on go - in’ a-round, ’round. Swing Go - in’  a-round.
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Go - in’ a- round. Swing, swing, go - in’ a-round.
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Go - in’ a- round. Swing, swing, go - in’ a-round.
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tleman to him,swinging Andy a -
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Keepon a-go-in’ around, keep a-go - in’ round. Go -in’  around.
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Keepon a-go-in’ around, keep a-go-in’round.Gals all smil-in)— Go-in’ around.Gals..
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Y y ! _1in’ -
* Go- i’ a-round. Go - 1in a-round.
ﬁ A t JLq |k\ 4#
|\ | N | - 1]
Jtlm - l‘, l\, " |
o i in’ ~-round
Go - in> a-round. Go- in a-ro
Andy. . h ,\ g
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Keep on go-in’ a-round, ’round. Boys Go - in’  a-round.
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Keep on go- i’ a-round, ’round. Boys Go - in’®  a-round.
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Go - in> a-round Swing, swi 0o - in’ a-round
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0 we’re
Begin Circling- ’
- t -
— - - — 1
- h
o, we're
Andy.
4 & k; i .
= - B e e i e S e ] _!;‘-—
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0, were go-in’ a-round.
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Let yo’steps be light an neat, — O, were go - in’ a - round.Be care-ful how you
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in? - Go-1n’ a-round.
Gentleman,in center,swings Go - in a-round
his partner ,&c. . . i
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v i . Go -in’ a-round
Go - in> a-round, 0 - - .
» Andy. Andy. Andy.
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Swingdat la-dy,— Go - in’ a-round.Swing....dat la-dy,— Go-in’> a-round.Swing..
: = oy ® FE———
'-\ *r T T
Go - in’ a-round. Go- in’> a-round,
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Go- 1n’ a-round, Keep on go - in’ a- round, ’round.
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Go- i’ a-round, Keep on go - in’ & - round, round.
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|
J5
1 NI . T l T 'I !
—o— — T
| *\#

Goin’ Around 4- 14




]

= - - -
V—r— 5 ¥ T
Go - in’ a-round. Go - in’ a-round.
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Go - in’ a-round. Go -in’ a-round.
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Swing dat gentmun_-Go - in’ a-round. Swing dat gent'mun—Go -in’ a-round.
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Swing, Go - in’ a-round. Go -in’ a-round.
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No. 5.

THE WREATH.
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TREEMONISHA

No.6.“THE SACRED TREE.

By SCOTT JOPLIN
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No.7. SURPRISED.

By SCOTT JOPLIN
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TREEMONISHA.

No. 8. “TREEMONISHA'S BRINGING UP.”

Monisha, Treemonisha and Chorus.

By SCOTT JOPLIN
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No 9.“GOOD ADVICE.”

Parson Alltalk and Chorus.

By SCOTT JOPLIN
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TREEMONISHA.

No. 10. CONFUSION.

ENSEMBLE.
By SCOTT JOPLIN.
agifato  Monisha. b ‘
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Ist Soprano

2nd Soprano

Ist Alto

2nd Alto

1st Tenor

2nd Tenor

1st Bass

2nd Bass

Confusion 17

CHORUS

(Lucy enters and falls to ground exhausted.)

s e e e =
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What is  de trou-ble, Lu - cy?
Ko\ -
i \ b '\ N 1 -
What is  de trou-ble, Lu - cy?
o)
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L) 4 4
What is  de trou-ble, Lu - cy?
=L ====
is de trou-ble, Lu - cy?
. — .
1 i ) —
Whats wrong, Lu - cy?
® — -
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What's wrong, Lu - cy?
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What’s wrong, Lu - cy?
M
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What’s wrong, Lu - cy?
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All gather around Lucy. Monisha unties Lucy s
hands and takesthe handkerchief from over her

s Andante.M.M. D-92  mouth. Lucy then sits up. S sempre
5 ———— = ' P
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Speak!Lu - cy, Speak!
J sempre
(\“7 = : ! z V ) 17 ) o 7 )
) r 7 v 4 Y
Speak! Lu - cy, Speak! Speak!
A . X S . sempre .
I%v — . - _\ J A 1] 1 +
| Speak!Lu - cy, Speak! Speak! Speak!
mf  erese. J sempre
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Speak!Lu - cy, Speak! Speak! Speak! Speak!
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Where is Treemonisha? Speak to me, please
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Whereis Treemonisha? Speak to me, please
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Where is Treemonisha? Speak to me, please
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| . ) N 1 . 11
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I ‘Where is Treemonisha? Speak to me, please
7 . WY X
- e te—w NN
ANV ) W W LY a8 ol

L,

Speak,Speak, Speak, Speak,

Speak, Speak, Speak, Speak,
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speak to mel. ... Zodzetrick an’Lud-dud
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speak to me!. ...
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speak to mel ...
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speak to mel.......
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Speak,Speak Speakto me! ...
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Speak ,Speak, Speak to me! ...
T
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Speak to me! ...
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have tied

AL
ae

a han’kerchief
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An’have
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CHORUS
o
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tied her han’s be - hind her jes lak dey tied mine, ~ Tell it quick, quick!
Tell it quick, quick!
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Tell it quick, quick!
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Tell it quick, quick!
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Tell it quick, quick!
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Tell it quick, quick!
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Tell it quick,quick!
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Tell it quick, quick!
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Lucy.
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Tell it quick! An’ Zod- ze-trick got on._. his mules back
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Tell it quick!
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it quick!
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it quick!
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Tell it quick!
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Tell it quick!
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Tell it quick!
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An’ lifted Treemonisha on after him, dengallopdaway in- tode woods.

2nd Soprano.
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1st Alto.
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Women crying:

(Lucy rises and begins to cry)

(The crying need not be in strict time,
but the accompaniment must be.)

(Spoken in crying tones)
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her

back,

|41

Go

an’> bring  her

back ,

an’  hring her

back,

Go

her

an’ bring

back ,

Men.
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Crying should start on a high pitch each time The men speak in cry- ‘ We will
and the sound gradually diminish. ing tones
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We will
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We will
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We will
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bring her

(The corn-husking boys run down the road after the conjurors.
Remus goes to the corn-field gets the scarecrow suit and disguises
himself to follow and frighten the conjurors.)
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bring her back.
=S B 3
= z ra $ —
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back.
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(Ned comes running from the field)
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Moxﬁsha, speak!
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Where is Treemonisha an’de boys?
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Allegretto con espressione. M.M. J - 2

Monisha.
X va +7 7 i W F o : .J } 7 va F
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A-mong the trees  to gath- er leaves Tree-mo-nish-a and Lu- cy went, They
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boys went to res-cue her and bring her back to me,
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(Enter Remus)
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(Remus puts on scarecrow suit.)
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(Remus goes running down the road)
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(Ned, Monisha and the girls look at
CHORUS Remus as he runs down the road.)
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TREEMONISHA.

ACT 2.
No.11. SUPERSTITION.

SCENE 1. Woods. Conjurors meeting. Wasp's nest
hanging on bush.

( Simon and Chorus )

By SCOTT JOPLIN
Andante. M.M. o - 132
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Allegretto con brio. J -9z
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TREEMONISHA.

No12. TREEMONISHA IN PERIL.

Ensemble.
By SCOTT JOPLIN.
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